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The bark of catuaba (Erythroxylum vacciniifolium Martius, Erythroxylaceae), a tree
native to the northern part of Brazil, was investigated for its alkaloid content. With
the aim of obtaining preliminary structure information on-line, the alkaloid extract
was analysed by high-performance liquid chromatography coupled to diode array
UV detection, to mass spectrometry and to nuclear magnetic resonance.
Interpretation of on-line spectroscopic data obtained from this extract led to
structural elucidation of six new alkaloids and partial identification of 18 potentially
original alkaloids bearing the same tropane skeleton esterified in positions 3 and 6
by 1-methyl-1H-pyrrol-2-carboxylic acid and/or 4-hydroxy-3,5-dimethoxybenzoic
acid.
Notes
Texte issu des actes du 19th Montreux Symposium on Liquid Chromatography-Mass
Spectrometry, Supercritical Fluid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry, Capillary
Electrophoresis-Mass Spectrometry and Tandem Mass Spectrometry, organisé les
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